2026 Washington Bed Bug Hotspots Report

One-Page Summary | Custom Bedbug Inc. | Released December 2025

A service-history index from 10,000+ WA treatments showing where bed bug calls concentrate.

Data: Custom Bedbug Inc. internal treatment records (2014-2025) | Full report: custombedbug.com/washington-bed-bug-hotspots/

Top 10 Washington Bed Bug Hotspots

Key Factor

Affordable multi-family housing, SeaTac proximity

Aurora Ave motel corridor, older apartments
Student housing, Green River College area
Travel-related introductions, delayed detection
Large apartment complexes, |-5/ Pac Hwy S
Near SeaTac Airport, airport worker homes
Southcenter Mall area, transit hub

I-5 corridor truck stops, budget motels

Near JBLM military base, student rentals

Naval base, ferry commuter pathway

I-5 / SeaTac Corridor Pattern: Cities along I-5 and near SeaTac Airport show consistently elevated activity due to hotel/motel

Top 3 = Nearly Half: Kent (18.1%), Shoreline (17.4%), and Auburn (13.7%) account for nearly half of all King County

Multi-Family Housing Factor: Areas with high-density apartment complexes appear more frequently. Shared walls and common are

I-5 Extends South: Centralia's #8 ranking shows bed bug activity follows the interstate corridor into Lewis County

Rank | City / Area SHEC] County

1 Kent, WA 18.1% King
2 N. Seattle / Shoreline 17.4% King
3 Auburn, WA 13.7% King
4 Lake Forest Park 10.9% King
5 Federal Way, WA 10.0% King
6 White Center / Burien 8.3% King
7 Tukwila / Burien 7.6% King
8 Centralia, WA 5.2% Lewis
9 North Tacoma, WA 4.5% Pierce
10 Bremerton, WA 4.3% Kitsap

Key Findings

[ ]
concentration and traveler traffic.

[ ]
bed bug cases treated.

[ ]
as facilitate spread.
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via truck stops and motels.
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Income Is Not a Factor: Lake Forest Park (#4) is an affluent area -- bed bugs travel with people, not poverty. No neigh
borhood is immune.

What Property Managers Should Do
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Methodology:

Post this summary in your resident portal and maintenance SOPs
Train staff on early signs + containment before unit-to-unit spread
Use the preparation checklist to reduce failed treatments

Act within 24-48 hours of detection to prevent exponential spread
Request professional canine inspection for verification

Consider preventive inspections for high-turnover units

Warning Signs to Watch For
! Unexplained bites appearing overnight (often in rows/clusters)
! small blood spots on sheets or pillowcases
! Dark spotting/staining on mattress seams and box springs
Live bugs or shed skins near bed frames and headboards
Sweet, musty odor in heavily infested rooms

Tenant complaints of itching or visible bite marks

Based on Custom Bedbug Inc. internal treatment records (2014-2025). 10,000+ treatments over 11 years.

Rankings reflect where our company receives the most service calls. This is a service-history index, not a government incidence report.
Areas where we have less marketing presence may be underrepresented. For full methodology, see the complete report online.

Need Help? Call (866) 760-0116

Custom Bedbug Inc. | Washington's bed bug elimination specialists since 2014
custombedbug.com | 10,000+ treatments | 30-day guarantee | Third-party canine verification




